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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .in the Departmental Report for the year. It is satisfactory to state that
little of a serious nature, with regard to insect pests, has come under observation, and Mr Jones remark
concerning the general improvement to be noticed in the particular lines imported is worthy of consideration.
Aphides are more generally observed than any other pest; the Mussel Scale (Mi/tilaspis citri) and the Black
Citrus Scale Parlatoria zizyphi, Lucas) come next. No doubt, however, large numbers of minute insects will
escape detection in examination, and, in order to avoid this possibility, all large consignments are now
fumigated. In future | hope to have all living plants treated. GENERAL MATTERS. Of general interest, and
marking a progressive step, has been the formation of the Natal Fruit Farmers Union, with its headquarters at
Durban. Upon coining to Natal nothing struck me more forcibly than the entire absence of a Fruit-growers
Association of any sort, and it has been a great pleasure to me to see this Union formed, because such an
institution is essential to the best interests and advancement of fruit culture. The present Union, | am told, was
the outcome of a meeting initiated by F. A. Pearce, now Secretary to the Union. This preliminary effort was
followed by a general meeting in May last, when it was decided to form the Union. The objects of the Union, |
am given to understand, are: Remedying conditions applying to the shipping and railing of fruit. Better
handling,...
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