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Civitas. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW,
Progressively Worse: The Burden of Bad Ideas in British
Schools, Robert Peal, Since 1953, education spending in Britain
has increased by nine times in real terms but levels of
numeracy and literacy among school leavers have hardly
changed. Today, Britain is the only country in the developed
world where literacy and numeracy levels amongst 16-24-year-
olds are no higher than amongst 55-65-year-olds. In this
historical analysis, Robert Peal argues that this abject record in
educating our children cannot be detached from a movement
which took hold in British state schools from the 1960s
onwards and has been called, with deep inappropriateness,
'progressive education'. This movement is based upon a
romantic view of the child. It believes that children are both
innately good and natural learners, who should be freed from
the guidance and direct instruction of the teacher. Teacher
training, local authorities and schools inspectors all signed up
to this idealistic, but damaging, belief. Relevance, freedom,
active learning, skills and self-esteem became the
unquestionable pillars of this education orthodoxy. Rigour,
hard work, knowledge, discipline and competition were
deemed pejorative terms. Half-a-century on from its arrival,
progressive education is under attack on multiple fronts.
Empirical...
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