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Act for the Prevention of Venereal Disease To His Honour Sir John Strathearn Hendrie, K.C.M.G., Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Ontario. May it Please Your Honour: | have the honour to report that by Your
Honour s Commission bearing date the 8th day of November, 1917, | was directed to make certain enquiries
relative to the care of the fedbleminded and the prevalence of venereal disease. In my commission permission
was accorded to make from time to time partial reports on the subjects arising during the investigation. | have
now the honour to report that having prosecuted to a certain extent the enquiries which | was appointed to
make, it has appeared to me desirable to suggest by way of an interim report that there are some aspects of
the second subject matter which ought to be brought speedily to the notice of Your Honour s Government so
that, if deemed desirable, action may be taken at this Session of the Legislature of this Province. In order to
understand the problem of controlling venereal disease it must be remembered that owing to its very nature it
has heretofore been regarded as something to be mentioned with bated breath, disgraceful to the individual,
and nauseating to the public. Hence it has been allowed to spread practically unchecked and the medical
profession have been obliged to ignore rather than to study it, so that to-day it is fully understood in its entirety
by comparatively few of the ordinary practitioners. Recently, however, and before the war, its baneful social
effects had become so marked as to compel public attention,...
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