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Epistle is addressed to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse. 1. The town of Colosse was
situated on the river Lycus, a tributary of the Maeander. Its near neighbors were Laodicea and Hierapolis, some
twelve miles away. Colosse was never so large or wealthy as either of the other cities. It is mentioned by
Herodotus as a resting place for Xerxes great invading host; and by Xenophon in his account of the expedition
of Cyrus the Younger. These writers speak favorably of the city. But later on its two neighbors overshadowed it,
and after the apostolic age it fell into a decline. It was visited by an earthquake probably near this time, and
that catastrophe, from which its neighbors recovered, may have facilitated the decline of the least important of
the three. Near its site, in the Middle Ages, a small village called Chorae existed; but the actual ruins of Colosse
have been identified only within recent times. II. The Recipients. 2. The church at Colosse does not seem to have
been founded or even visited by Paul. We infer from his language in chapter 2:1, that he did not personally
know most of the members either there or at Laodicea, though it is equally evident from other allusions that he
knew some at both places. It appears reasonable to conclude from his language about Epaphras (1:7, 8; 4:12)
that this faithful minister was the probable founder and pastor of the church. It may also not unreasonably be
conjectured that Epaphras was himself a convert of Paul, and that the churches at...
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