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illustrated. 1890 Excerpt: . .. and well-soaked clothes on their backs, completed the inventory of their effects. We
felt that we were more civilized than our poor cousins, as we fell to work making ourselves comfortable after
our own fashion. The dais was scraped, and its accumulated tilth of years removed; a canvas tent was folded
double over the dry, frozen stones, our buffalo-bag spread over this, and dry socks and moccasins were drawn
from under our wet overclothes. My copper lamp, a true Berzelius Argand, invaluable for short journeys, soon
flamed with a cheerful fire. The soup-pot, the walrus-steak, and the hot coffee, were the next things to be
thought of; and, while these were getting ready, an India-rubber floor-cloth was fastened over the gaping
entrance of the cave. During our long march and its series of ice-fights we had taken care to manifest no
weariness, and had, indeed, borne both Ootuniah and Myouk at times upon our shoulders. We showed no signs
either of cold, so that all this preparation and rich store of appliances could not be attributed by the Esquimaux
to effeminacy or inferior power. | could see that they were profoundly impressed with a conviction of our
superiority, the last feeling which the egotistical self-conceit of savage life admits. | felt sure now that they were
our more than sworn friends. They sang Amna Ayah for us--their rude, monotonous song--till our ears cracked
with the discord, and improvised a special eulogistic chant, Am-na-yah, Am-na-yah, Am-na-yah. Am-na-yah....
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