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EXCAVATIONS AT NEWPORT STREET, WORCESTER 2005: ROMAN
ROADSIDE ACTIVITY AND MEDIEVAL TO POST-MEDIEVAL URBAN
DEVELOPMENT ON THE SEVERN FLOODPLAIN (HARDBACK)

Cotswold Archaeological Trust Ltd, United Kingdom, 2016. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 306 x 218 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Excavation of approximately a third of a hectare in the north-western
part of the historic core of Worcester revealed evidence for activity dating from the Roman to the post-
medieval and early modern period. The deepest deposits were recorded in geotechnical and archaeological
boreholes, and in two sondages: the rest of the site was excavated to the depth of formation level for
development. The earliest feature was a Roman road running on the approximate alignment of the present-day
Newport Street. Deposits relating to road construction and ground consolidation comprised metal-working
waste, with finds of later 2nd to 3rd-century date. No in situ evidence of Roman occupation was excavated.
These levels were sealed by alluvial deposits. In the early 13th century the area was divided by boundaries,
which were consolidated during the subsequent medieval and post-medieval periods into building plots with
frontages onto both Newport Street and Dolday. The Newport Street frontage was developed with substantial
stone and timber buildings, some over stone-built cellars. A series of ovens, hearths, structures and surfaces
suggest a mixture of craB and domestic activities took place in the back plots of these properties. The style,
construction and layout of some of the medieval buildings, coupled with artefactual and environmental
evidence, suggest the occupants were relatively prosperous. The major plot boundaries changed little
throughout the post-medieval and early modern period, although documentary research indicates a complex
history of ownership and holdings featuring sub-division, amalgamation and multiple occupancy. The street
frontages of both Newport Street and Dolday continued to be occupied throughout the post-medieval and early
modern periods. Open spaces and structural remains, including wells, hearths, ovens and cess pits, in the back
plots reflect a variety...
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