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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 edition. Excerpt: . Preface Although more than five centuries have passed
away since Richard De Bury wrote the last words of the Philobiblon in his Manor at Auckland on the 24M of
January, 1345, this is only the second occasion on which the original text of his little treatise has been printed in
his ruitive country. The editions printed abroad were based upon inferior manuscripts, and even the edition
published by Thomas James, Bodlefs first librarian, left much to be done with more pains and the aid of better
manuscripts. The French editor Cocheris, in 1856, though he made use of three new manuscripts, printed an
even less correct text than those of the earliest editions, yet, owing to the scarcity of the earlier copies, this
edition is the only one that can be said to be generally accessible. The text now printed after a careful
examination of twenty-eight manuscripts and of the various printed editions may claim to give for the first time
a representation of the Philobiblon as it left its writer s hands. The plan of the present edition has been
siifficiently explained in the Introduction {seep. Ixxvii), and it only remains for the Editor in this place to express
his achwiuledgments to those from whom he has received the most liberal and valuable assistance in his
undertaking. He is indebted to the President and Fellows of Corpus Christi College, Oxford; to the President and
Fellows of Magdalen College, Oxford; to the Master...
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