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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (P. 0. Box 37050, Washington, D. C. 20013) : The Office, 1999 OCLC Number:
(OCoL(C)43889626 Subject: Administrative agencies -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Statement Federalism:
Comments on S. 1214--The Federalism Accountability Act of 1999 The Results Act already requires agencies
developing their strategic plans to solicit and consider the views and suggestions of those entities potentially
affected by or interested in the plan. The Senate Governmental Affairs Committee report on the Results Act
noted that the strategic plan is intended to be the principal means for obtaining and reflecting, as appropriate,
the views of Congress and those governmental and nongovernmental entities potentially affected by or
interested in the agencies activities. In that regard, we believe that working with state and local governments or
their representative organizations to develop goals and performance measures in federal grant-in-aid
programs can strengthen the intergovernmental partnerships embodied in those programs. For example, in
1996, we reported on a joint goal and performance measure-setting effort between the federal Office of Child
Support Enforcement ( OCSE ) 12 and state governments. Initially, the federal-state relationship was not so
cooperative. In 1994, OCSE specified the performance levels that states were expected to achieve in such areas
as the establishment of paternity and collections of child support. State program officials strongly objected to
this federal mandate because they did not have an opportunity to participate in the planning process.
Following these initial planning efforts, OCSE sought to obtain wider participation from program officials at the
federal, state, and local government levels. OCSE also established task forces consisting of federal, state, and
local officials to help focus management of the program on long-term goals. During the planning process,
participants...
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