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Held at Rockford, on the Fortieth Anniversary of Its March in the Grand Review; Being the Remarks of Daniel
Fish, of Co; G, to Which Is Appended the Substance of the Regiment s History as Preserved in Official Records Mr.
President and Comrades: - The time devoted to a regimental reunion, occurring thus late in the afternoon of
our lives, seems almost too precious to be wasted upon formal speeches. The common thought of the occasion
has found ready and constant expression ever since we began to assemble. The earnest scrutiny of faces and
forms which the busy years have remoulded; the kindling light of recognition in eyes dimmed by advancing
age; the unstudied exclamations of greeting; the eager clasp of hands long parted -these speak the ruling
sentiments of the hour with a natural eloquence which no art can rival. It would be sheer dishonesty in me,
however, to pretend that | am not glad of this opportunity to speak briefly in your presence, especially in this
place, and to be known for the moment as a member of the 45th Illinois Voluntary Infantry. This is my native
county, and Rockford, ever beautiful, wears for me the special and enduring charms of school-day memories
and boyish pride. Nowhere else could | have taken prominent part in a reunion of the old regiment without
feeling that | was usurping undeserved honors, but here | can almost play the host. Though | have wandered
long and far, though other scenes have enticed and later ties have enthralled me, still, this is Home. Joining
therefore with those of our...
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