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their hosts, historically that fact has been underappreciated.
Today, scientists have a growing appreciation of the scope of
such impacts. Parasites have been reported to dominate food
webs, alter predator-prey relationships, act as ecosystem
engineers, and alter community structure. In spite of this
growing awareness in the scientific community, parasites are
still often neglected in the consideration of the management
and conservation of resources and ecosystems. Given that at
least half of the organisms on earth are probably parasitic, it
should be evident that the ecological functions of parasites
warrant greater attention. In this report, we explore different
aspects of parasite-host relationships found at a desert spring
pond within Montezuma Well National Monument, Arizona. In
three separate but related chapters, we explore interactions
between a novel amphipod host and two parasites. First, we
identify how host behavior responds to this association and
how this association affects interactions with both invertebrate
non-host predators and a vertebrate host predator. Second,
we look at the human dimension, investigating...
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