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United Confederate Veterans, Robinson Springs, Elmore Co;, Ala;, July 24, 1915 In expressing my sincere
appreciation for the honor of your invitation to speak today, | must ask your charitable consideration for what
may be said; for this occasion presents great lessons, as well as memories. It is of itself a lofty theme; its topics
are so varied and of such consequence as to challenge the ablest and most patriotic thought. The most
momentous events of American history, the causes, the effects and the influences of the mightiest political and
social revolution of recent times; the relation of the States to the Union, and to each other; the rights of the
States and the people; the achievements of the Confederate Soldier in war and in peace. All come before us
together with memories which awaken the noblest and tenderest sentiments of the human heart. Speaking by
your request, it is appropriate that I, in your name, should welcome this assemblage of your people, who
inspired by the spirit of this occasion have taken advantage of this splendid day to join you in paying tribute to
the fame and memory of those from this community and this Camp, as well as all those from this and other
States who so gallantly followed the fortunes of the Confederacy through glory to defeat. You also have with
you the Masons of this neighborhood to lend impressive interest to the exercises of the day; and to add to their
tribute of affection for the heroes...
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