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illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .she might not rake us, and broadsides were exchanged on equal terms; but before we
had exchanged three broadsides, both ships running with the wind on the quarter, we found that our
superiority in sailing free was so great, that we shot ahead of him out of his fire, and were enabled to luff up
and rake him again. The last raking broadside brought down his main-topmast, and then she was all our own,
as Bob Cross said; as she could not round-to with no after-sail, and we could, from our superiority in sailing,
take our position as we pleased, which we did, constantly keeping ahead of him, and raking him broadside
after broadside, and receiving but one broadside in return, until his foremast went by the board, and he had
nothing but his main-mast standing. This bettered his condition on the whole; as, although hardly manageable
with so little wind, he had more power over his vessel as far as rounding to the wind, which he did, and the
action continued; but our fighting under sail gave us great advantage, and although an occasional shot would
come in, and we had to carry some men into the cockpit, for one shot we received, we certainly returned ten.
The action had continued about an hour, when, by the continual cannonading, the light wind was beaten
down, and it fell dead calm. This put us again upon a more equal footing, as the Calliope had not...
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